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Re: Ex Parte Presentation in MM Docket No. 95-92

Dear Mr. Caton:

The Network Affiliated Stations Alliance ("NASA"), pursuant to Section
1.1206(a)(2) of the Commission’s Rules, hereby notifies the Commission that
representatives of NASA met with the staff of Chairman Hundt and with the staff of
Commissioner Ness to discuss a number of issues pertaining to network-affiliate rules.
The substance of the discussion is reflected in comments submitted in this proceeding and
the enclosed hand-out.

Pursuant to section 1.1206 of the Commission’s rules, this original and one copy
have been submitted to the Secretary, and a copy supplied to each staff person present. If
there are any questions on this matter, please contact the undersigned.

Sincerely,

Gerard/d. Waldron

cc: Julius Genachowski, Esq.

David Siddall, Esq. Z 2} (
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A Affiliated
‘ Stations
Alliance

BSenjamin W. Tucker, Ji.
Chalrman, Steering Committee
President, Retiaw Broadcasting Co.
KJEO(TV), Fresno, Cailfornia
KIDKITV), idaho Falls, loaho
KLEW-TV, Lewiston, idaho
KEPR-TV, Pasco, Washington
KIMA-TV, Yakima, Washington

The ABC Affillates Association

John Garwood, Chair
Vice President and General Manager
WPLG-TV, Miami, Florida
Post-Newsweek Stations, inc.
WFSB(TV), Hartford, Connecticut
WIXTITV), Jacksonville, Fiorida
WDIV(TV), Detroit, Michigan
KPRC-TV, Houston, Texas
KSAT-TV, San Antonio, Texas

Edward Rellly
Chair, Government Relations
President
McGraw-Hill Broadcasting Co.
KERO-TV, Bakersfieid, Cal.
KGTWTV), San Diego, Cal.
KMGH-TV, Denver, Colorado
WRTV(TV), Indianapolis, indiana

The (BS Affiliates Association

Ralph W. Gabbard, Chair
President & Chief Operating Officer
Cray Communications Systems, inc.

WKYT-TV, Lexington, Kentucky
WYMT-TV, Hazard, Kentucky
WALB-TV, Albany, Georgia
WJHG-TV, Panama City, Florida
KTVE(TV), Monroe, La./El Dorado, Ark.
WRDW-TV, Augusta, Ceorgia

William F. Sullivan
Chalr, Government Relatlons
Montana Group Manager
Evening Post Pubilshing Co.
KPAX-TV, Missoula, Montana
KTVQ-TV, Bllings, Montana
KRTV(TV), Great Falls, Montana
KCTZ-TV, Bozeman, Montana
KXLF-TV, Butte, Montana

The NBC Affates Association

Jim Waterbury, Chair
President and General Manager
KWWL-TV, Waterloo/Cedar Rapids, lowa
WAF&(TV), Baton Rouge, Loulsiana
WAFF(TV), Huntsville, Alabama
AFLAC Broadcast Group

Patricla C. smuliin
Chair, Government Relations
owner and President
California-Oregon Broadcasting
KOBKTV), Medford, Oregon
KOTKTV), Klamath Falls, Oregon
KAER(TV), Eureka, Ca.
KFWU(TV), Ukiah, Ca.
KRCR-TV, Redding, Ca.
KLSR-TV, Eugene, Oregon
KFWU-TV, Eugene, Oregon

with the ABC, CBS and NBC Networks
NETWORK-AFFILIATE RULES:
Necessary Safeguards That Enable Local
Broadcasters to Serve Their Community

The Commission’s network-affiliate rules promote the
Communications Act goals of localism and diversity by structuring the
network-affiliate relationship so that the public interest, the interest of the
local community, is paramount. Repeal of this package of safeguards
would disrupt that relationship, and local communities would suffer.

If these safeguards are repealed, then local communities would
suffer the loss of local public affairs programming, religious specials, local
and regional sports, charity telethons, and other unique programming
designed to meet the needs of a community.

. The Right To Reject rule, 47 C.F.R. § 73.658(e), empowers 1600
local broadcasters to serve their communities by rejecting network
programming that the licensee station reasonably believes to be
contrary to the public interest and substituting programming which,
in the station’s opinion, is of greater local or national importance.
If one cares about broadcast programming meeting the needs of a
community, then this rule must be retained. And a local
broadcaster that decides to preempt must not be forced to lose
money to satisfy the needs of a community.

. The Option Time rule, 47 C.F.R. § 73.658(d), is necessary to
ensure that a broadcaster which holds a license is discharging its
responsibility to serve the community. This rule is the flip-side of
the right to reject rule, and protects local broadcasters and the local
community from networks overreaching.

. The Exclusive Affiliation rule, 47 C.F.R. § 73.658(a), promotes
competition and has been useful to a number of start-up networks.

In addition to these three core rules, NASA also supports the
network-rep rule, and the rule requiring filing of network contracts, which

is a cost-effective measure that makes important information available to
the public.



